
MARRIAGE & SEXUALITY
The Biblical View



GENESIS 1 AND 2
Perspectives on



“Church History is the history
of the exposition of

Scripture.”

– Gerhard Ebeling, The Word of God and Tradition, trans. S. H. Hooke 
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1968), title of chapter 1



Historicity of the Creation account

OT 

NT

Psalms 33:6–9; 94:9; 95:4–5; 121:2;

             136:5–9; 146:5–6; 148:1–5

Isaiah 40:26 

Matthew 19:4

Acts 17:24–26

Colossians 1:15–16

Hebrews 4:4, 10

Revelation 14:7 



The Adventist view of marriage 
and sexuality is based on the 

historicity of the Genesis 
account 

and the abiding nature 
of its teachings.



a divine creation
BINARY GENDER



Genesis 1:27

“So God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.”



Genesis 5:2

“He created them male and female, and blessed 
them and called them 

Mankind in the day they were created.”



Matthew 19:4

“And He answered and said to them,
‘Have you not read that He who made them at 

the beginning made them 
male and female . . .?’”



a divine institution
HETEROSEXUAL MARRIAGE



Genesis 2:24

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh.”



Matthew 19:5

“And He answered and said to them,
‘Have you not read that He who made 

them at the beginning made them 
male and female . . .?’”



Ephesians 5:31

“‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be 

joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.’”



a divine gift
MARRIAGE SEXUALITY



Genesis 1:28

“Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply;

fill the earth . . .’”



Proverbs 5:18-19

“Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the 
wife of your youth. As a loving deer

and a graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy you at all 
times; and always be enraptured with her love.”



1 Corinthians 7:2-5

“Let each man have his own wife, and let each 
woman have her own husband. . . . The wife does not have 

authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise 
the husband does not have 

authority over his own body, but the wife does. 
Do not deprive one another.”



CONCLUDING REMARKS



The biblical view of marriage and 

sexuality is a transcultural concept that 

can be fully grasped only by allowing the 

Bible to be its own interpreter.



Any attempt to reread the marriage and 

sexuality texts is Genesis 1 and 2 from a 

modern fluid-gender perspective ends up 

ignoring the New Testament (Christ and Paul) 

as the inspired interpreter of the Old 

Testament.



As a church, we must respect and embrace all 

human beings, regardless of their sexual 

preferences, but without compromising our 

commitment to the biblical standards. Instead 

of simply justifying unbiblical lifestyles, we 

should help people to accept the biblical view 

of marriage and sexuality.



Malachi 4:5-6

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts 

of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”
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