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Before anything was created, the persons of the Trinity were united in 
eternal love relationship—the Trinity of love (see John 17:24).

The Father loves the Son (John 3:35; 5:20; cf. Matt 3:17), the Son loves 
the Father (John 14:31) and by His work glorifies the Father (John 17:4), 
and the Spirit shares in this love, glorifying the Son (John 16:14) and 
thus also glorifying the Father, pouring the love of God out within our 
hearts (Rom 5:5; cf. Rom 15:30; Gal 5:22).

The Son “is the radiance of [the Father’s] glory and the exact representation of 
His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power” (Heb 1:3) and 
provides the ultimate demonstration of God’s righteousness and love (Rom 
3:25-26; 5:8).

“For this reason the Father loves Me,” Christ declared, “because I lay 
down My life so that I may take it again. No one has taken it away from 
Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. . .This commandment I 
received from My Father.” (John 10:17-18; Gal 2:20; Eph 5:2)

God in Christ sacrificed Himself for us (2 Cor 5:19).



The Son was sent by the Father (John 5:36-37; 6:44, 57; 8:16-18; 10:36; 12:49; 
1 John 4:14) and carried out His mission in obedience to the Father’s will (John 
14:31; cf. John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28), continually glorifying the Father (e.g., John 
17:4).

During His earthly ministry, the Son operated in dependence and submission to 
the Holy Spirit (Matt 1:18-20; 4:1; 12;28; Mark 1:12; Luke 1:35; 4:1, 14, 18; Acts 
10:38).

After Christ’s resurrection, the Holy Spirit is sent by both the Father and Son 
(e.g., John 14:26; 15:26) and operates in a functionally submissive role (cf. John 
16:13), glorifying both Father and Son (John 16:14).

While the Son lovingly obeys and glorifies the Father, the Father also glorifies 
the Son (John 17:1, 4-5) and delegates to the Son within the context of love 
relationship: the “Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand” 
(John 3:35; cf. 5:22-23; 13:3; 16:15).

The Father later re-elevates the Son to His rightful throne—“the throne of God 
and the Lamb” (Rev 22:3) and lovingly glorifies the Son. The Father “highly 
exalted Him” with a “name which is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow” and “every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2:9-11; cf. Matt 28:18; 1 Cor 15:24-28; 
Eph 1:20-23; Heb 1:3-4).



The Father declares of the Son: “Let all the angels of God worship Him” 
(Heb 1:6) and “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever” (Heb 1:8).
Christ declares: “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father 
who glorifies Me” (John 8:54).
Christ prayed to the Father: “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may 
glorify You” (John 17:1), and “I have glorified You on the earth. . . . And 
now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 
had with You before the world was” (John 17:4-5)

Christ prays the redeemed might “behold My glory which You have 
given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 
17:24).

Christ declared, the Holy Spirit “will glorify Me, for He will take of what 
is Mine and declare it to you” (John 16:14).
“God is love and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God 
abides in him” (1 John 4:16).
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Merlin Burt



She was first of all Biblical

Up until the 1890s she was less specific 
about some aspects of Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit.

For the last 25 years of her life she was 
very clear on a Biblical understanding of 
the Godhead. 
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Example 1:

     The Holy Spirit always leads to the written Word. The Holy 
Spirit is a person; for He beareth witness with our spirits that we 
are the children of God. . . .

      The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear 
witness to our spirits and with our spirits that we are the children 
of God. He must also be a divine person, else He could not search 
out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God.  Evangelism, 
pp. 616, 617.
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Example 2:

     The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, in Christ's name. He personifies 
Christ, yet is a distinct personality. We may have the Holy Spirit if 
we ask for it and make it [a] habit to turn to and trust in God 
rather than in any finite human agent who may make mistakes. 
Manuscript Releases, vol. 20, p. 324.
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Example 3:

     The work is laid out before every soul that has acknowledged his 
faith in Jesus Christ by baptism, and has become a receiver of the 
pledge from the three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. EGW Comments in SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1074.
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