ANNUAL COUNCIL
Theological Issues

October 10-13, 2021

A summary of some of the significant theological issues the church is facing in
the 21st century.






The Authority of Scripture

s the Bible mainly culturally conditioneq?




The Authority of Scripture

Does the Bible have authority in
science, prophecy, lifestyle standards,
doctrine etc.




The Authority of Scripture

Seventh-day Adventists still believe the
Bible is the authoritative, infallible word

of God.
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Adventist ldentity

s the Seventh-day Adventist
Church a divine movement
raised up by God to prepare
a people for the coming of
Jesus or is it merely one of
many denominations on the
landscape of religions?
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Adventist ldentity

s the Seventh-day Adventist Church
a divine movement raised up by
God to prepare a people for the

coming of Jesus or is it merely one
of many denominations on the
landscape of religions?

Who are we and why
do we exist?
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Adventist ldentity

Seventh-day Adventists are
a prophetic movement
with a prophetic message
and divine mission.
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Prophetic Interpretation

Are the prophecies of ‘
Daniel and Revelation

s still relevant in the 21st
428 century or do we need
Y to re-evaluate our
prophetic
understanding?




Prophetic Interpretation

The prophecies of
Daniel and Revelation
speak with increasing
power to a last day
generation.




Creation/Evolution




Creation/Evolution

Are the first eleven
chapters of Genesis
an actual historical
account of events or
are they an allegory
to explain how God
did things ages ago?




Creation/Evolution

Does it make any
difference what one
believes about the
Creation of the world
and a worldwide flood?




Creation/Evolution

A literal creation week *
%

of seven days and
creation anchor the
entire Bible and gives
meaning to our
existence.




T - — v -—
L8 ALt DEERE VIETE PRWL L MW . -
et e - — . c—

Jesus
and

BRI

[V Vgt Up I Tuu...lud,
A Y

. ; -.._n_,..%%.\\\

1ne

=
—
-,
S
-




lif

1Y
wibJ
V1885 .

LA - ' ‘ e’
. \ A R ! '
14 . ’ .
B e
£ () P \ b
A } } s 1 )
lj
I' 4

' 27
A
3
. b 2 E -
L | [ SRR . AN AN 7
S s 2 ‘_;n_.. @ 7 ¥y

Jesus and Doctrine

There is a growing movement
of young Adventists who have
the idea that there is a
distinction between Jesus and
doctrine. They view an
emphasis on doctrine as
legalistic and arbitrary. What
relationship does Jesus have
with the doctrines of
scripture?



He taught.

O
4
D
U
QO
mC
Q 0O
O o
» O
ISR O

(qV)
O S,
(O —

>
e
O
_|

Jesus and Doctrine
Jesus and His teachings
fully accept the doctrines




Moral Issues Deviating from Scripture



Moral Issues Deviating from Scripture

ssues such as co-habitation, unbibl

ical

ivorce and remarriage and BGTQ

dare

confronting church leadership with

increasing frequency.



Moral Issues Deviating from Scripture

s it unloving and unkind to take a stana
against these practices?



Moral Issues Deviating from Scripture

Biblical values and God’s clear
instructions call us to be lights in a worla
of moral darkness and confusion.



“Advent Fatigue
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Advent Fatigue

For over 175 years Adventists have
been proclaiming the soon return of
Jesus. Do we still believe He is coming
soon?

Is it unbiblical to preach the nearness of
Christ’s return in the light of the delay of
the Advent?

How can we motivate a movement to
prepare for the soon return of our Lord?



Advent Fatigue

Adventists still believe as
scripture teaches that the
coming of Jesus is “Nearer
then we first believed.”



The Sanctuary

and the
Pre-Advent Judgment




The Sanctuary and the
Pre-Advent Judgment

Since the late 1970's and N

early 80's there have been a
growing number of voices in

the scholarly community that I

have questioned the validity
of 1844. This crescendo of
voices is becoming more
open and vocal.
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The Sanctuary and the
Pre-Advent Judgment

Recently a prominent SDA
pastor spoke on Daniel 8 at a
pastor's meeting and suggested
that the best interpretation of
the little horn in Daniel 7 and 8
was Antiochus Epiphanes? The
idea of a heavenly sanctuary is
being questioned by many. How
will the church relate to these
Issues”?
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{0 | The Pre-Advent Judgment
= and sanctuary are still at
the heart of Adventist
theology to prepare a
people for the coming of
Jesus.




Ellen White
And

Divine Inspiration
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Ellen White and Divine Inspiration

“Satan is . . . constantly pressing in the ,."
spurious--to lead away from the truth. \

The very last deception of Satan will
be to make of none effect the
testimony of the Spirit of God.

"Where there is no vision, the people
perish" (Prov. 29:18). Satan will work
ingeniously, in different ways and

through different agencies, to unsettle 4" o
the confidence of God's remnant o’ y
. people in the true testimony.” | o .

— Letter 12, 1890. 15M 48. . W
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Ellen White and Divine Inspiration

“There will be a hatred kindled against
the testimonies which is satanic.

The workings of Satan will be to
unsettle the faith of the churches in
them, for this reason: Satan cannot
have so clear a track to bring in his
deceptions and bind up souls in his

delusions if the warnings and reproofs
and counsels of the Spirit of God are

heeded.”

— Letter 40, 1890. 1SM 48.
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The Re-Imaging of Adventism

“A shift in emphasis in worship from a
biblically based, Word-centered service
that is life transformational to a more
emotional form of worship that focuses
on meeting a “seeker’s” perceived
needs through music and shorter story
telling sermonizing rather than biblical
preaching. This re-imaging Adventism
includes a dumbing down of lifestyle
standards, a minimizing of the health
message and an erosion of
understanding in Adventist identity."”
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