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Comforting Rationalization



And then the world was spread out before me 
and I saw darkness like the pall of death. What 
did it mean? I could see know light. Then I saw 
a little glimmer of light and then another, and 
these lights increased and grew brighter, and 
multiplied and grew stronger and stronger 
until they were the light of the world. These 
were the believers in Jesus Christ.” 
Ellen White: December, 1844 in Selected Messages III , 34.



1856
“Missionary 

Spirit”



“to extend the warning 
throughout the realms of 
corrupted Christianity.” 



“ Young men should be qualifying 
themselves by becoming familiar with 
other languages, that God may use 
them as mediums to communicate His 
saving truth to those of other 
nations….Missionaries are needed to go 
to other nations to preach the 
truth….Every opportunity should be 
improved to extend the truth to other 
nations.” Ellen White, Life Sketches , 1871, 204-206. 



1869 General Conference Session

“This society shall be known as 
the Mission Society of the 
Seventh-day Adventists. The 
object of this society shall be to 
send the truth of the third angel’s 
message to foreign lands, and to 
distant parts of our own country, 
by means of missionaries, 
papers, books, tracts, etc”



Milestone 1
The Year 1874



First Official 
Missionary

SDA 
Educational
Authority 

Incorporated

Signs of the 
Times began

Combined 
camp meeting 

and GC in 
Michigan

Battle Creek 
Earnest 

Endeavor Band

True 
Missionary 
Magazine 

began

Ellen White's 
Mission Vision

1874



"You are entertaining TOO 
LIMITED IDEAS of the work 
for this time. You are trying to 
plan the work so that you can 
embrace it in your arms. You 
must take BROADER VIEWS.



Your light must not be put 
under a bushel or under a bed, 
but on a candlestick, that it may 
give light to all that are in the 
house. YOUR HOUSE IS THE 
WORLD.”—Ellen White, 1874





Milestone 2
The 

Pitcairn



The Pitcairn

Sailed from California October 20, 
1889, for Pitcairn Island.        



dveiltst erita 
Volume 6, Number 1 

S.D.A. MISSIONARY SHIP "PITCAIRN" 







Upon no enterprise that has ever arisen 
among the Seventh-day Adventist people 
has there been greater or more 
widespread interest manifested 
than in that of the missionary ship. It has 
called forth the sympathies and prayers 
of all. It has opened hearts and hands.—
Souvenir book for launch of Pitcairn.



Milestone 3
Organization



1901 
Reorganization
Church grown from 3,500 to 80,000 
members



1901-1930



Visited Europe
Missionary to Australia and New Zealand 
Travelled globe with Percy Magan
1901-22 President of GC

"If there was one passion above others that held 
Daniells in its grasp, it was his love for foreign missions.”
—J. R. Robertson



S.N. Haskell’s secretary in England
Secretary of GC Foreign Mission Board
Missionary to India
1901: Secretary of GC Foreign Mission Board
1903: Secretary of GC
1922: President of GC
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Algeria
Kenya

Ethiopia

Rwanda
Nigeria

Zaire

Europe



Brazil
Tanganyika

Ethiopia

Egypt

Lebanon
Palestine

Germany



People from 
Great 

Disappointment
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.

Christian 
countries

Non-
Christians
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Tribal/Animists
Christians



William A. Spicer, 1930 General Conference Session

“We didn’t have much of an idea of going to the heathen. We 

didn’t expect to go in any really strong way. We never expected 

to go to the Catholic countries. We thought: We will get a few 

along the edges, and the Lord will come; but the Lord all the 

time had in mind this purpose, of calling the heathen, of calling 

through all the Catholic lands for His people to come.”



• Christ commissioned His 
disciples to proclaim a faith 
and worship that would have 
in it nothing of caste or 
country, a faith that would be 
adapted to all peoples, all 
nations, all classes

• —Desire of Ages, p. 479. 



Milestone 4
Nationalization



National 
Leadership



National 
Leadership

Cost
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Cost
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Leadership

Cost
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National 
Leadership

Cost

War

Nationalism

Colonial



The education of the native youth for 
missionaries has been the aim of all 
successful missionary efforts in all 
denominations. The success of missions in 
the South Seas, and perhaps in all parts of 
the world, has been largely due to the fact 
that native missionaries have carried the 
tidings of a new religion to their own 
people. 

J. E. Fulton, pioneer 
missionary in South 
Pacific, 1898



1928 European Adventist Foreign 
Missions Council 
“We do not declare war upon native customs 

except as these have definite heathen 

significance; and . . . In laying down any 

regulations we move in harmony with the 

body of native believers as far as possible.”



Milestone 5
Global Mission



“He is calling us to 
something 
bigger and more difficult 
and more exciting than 
anything we have ever 
dreamed or attempted. As 
our world has become a 
global village He is calling 
us to a Global Mission.”



Missionary 
Stories



The 
Butterfly 
Effect



July, 1849. First Issue of Present Truth





“God would have new 
and untried methods 

followed. Break in 
upon the people—
surprise them”—

Evangelism, 25







Abraham La Rue



Fernando and Ana Stahl



Anna Knight



Kata Ragoso



Question 
and 

Challenge 


